48                       SECOND ELEMENT:  THE IDEA.
(2.) We see liow powerless all those systems, whether of professed religion or morality, must be which do not set "before us a living and a loving God, to call forth toward Him our feelings of admiration and affection. Pantheism would substitute the love of the good for the love of God. We do not purpose, its advocates say, to do away with piety and adoration, we would rather purify and exalt them: let men be taught to admire the grand, the perfect, the infinite, to love the fair, the beautiful, the good. We might meet this on the ground that it is setting aside the living and the true God, in favor of a creature, or rather fiction, of the human mind. But it concerns us rather at present to show that it contradicts some of the essential principles of human nature. The contemplation of the beautiful and the good, apart from a beautiful and good object, cannot evoke deep or lively emotion. Unless we place before the mind a personal, a living, acting, benevolent God, the affections will not be drawn towards Him. On the same principle, the injunction or the recommendation of virtue in the abstract, as was done in so many of the pulpits and by so many of the ethical writers of Great Britain in the middle of the last century, is found to be utterly powerless upon the heart, character, and conduct, inasmuch as it is in no way fitted to move, to interest, or engage the affections or any of the deeper principles of our nature.
(3.) Our doctrine admits an application to the art of rhetoric, as showing how feeling is to be excited. We
hence they drew the practical conclusion, that by judgment people could reach the cnraQeta which the sect so commended. The doctrine contained a truth; only it was better expressed by Aristotle, who said affection implied (pdvraa-fjia. The conclusion of the Stoics did not follow; for there are appetences in our nature independent of judgment, and the ideas which generate affections are governed by associations which can only be counteracted by other associations.